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The State of Lake Shinji and Nakaumi and Their Problems

TAKESHITA Mikio

Institute of Environmental Study on Blackish Lakes Shinji and Nakaumi

Abstract: Lake Shinji and Nakaumi, having the 5th and sixth-largest size, are typical blackish lagoons in Japan.
These lakes has been promoted since 1963 as the government-managed project (set with making five reclaimed lands
of 2500 ha and the desalination of the lakes for providing agricultural water to the reclaimed land). The desalination
is amid concerns over the deterioration of the water quality. In 1988, the plan was frozen for the time being, and after
that it became discontinued. Honjo-kouk, planning as one of the largest reclaimed land, was left as it was in 2000.
Then, the whole project was concluded in 2014. Various measures have been taken to the deteriorated water quality
along with setting of environmental standards on both lakes in 1972 as well as other lakes in Japan. In 1988, these
two lakes were to control under “Low Concerning special Measures for Conservation of Lake Water Qualify”. It was
expected the pollutant load would be reduced and water quality would improve. And it was also expected fishery
resources would gradually become richer. However, catches in Lake Shinji continued to decline, catches of “yamato-
shijimi (Corbicula japonica)” had been declined to 1700 tons in 2012. They recovered somewhat after while, but
they are less than 30 percent catches in twenty years ago.
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